FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


Nov. 17, 2005                                                                                          

CONTACT:


Kate Philips 

717-783-1116

Kevin Ortiz (DCED)

717-783-1132

GOVERNOR RENDELL ANNOUNCES $12 MILLION INVESTMENT FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AROUND PITTSBURGH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Funding Includes Support for Base Retention Efforts

FINDLAY TOWNSHIP -- Governor Edward G. Rendell today announced the investment of nearly $12.2 million for economic development projects surrounding the Pittsburgh International Airport, including one that will support infrastructure improvements to help attract 16,000 new jobs at three business parks.

“Pennsylvania is investing in the future as we make sure sites are ready as companies grow, invent and create opportunities for our working men and women,” Governor Rendell said. “As we attract new jobs and new businesses and support new technology, we are helping to revitalize our towns and cities and make sure our young people stay in Pennsylvania.”

“We continue to use our resources to make a difference in the quality of life for our 12.4 million residents. That is the focus of our economic development effort,” the Governor added.” 

To enhance economic development, the Governor presented:

·
$6.9 million to the Findlay Township Municipal Authority;

·
$5 million to the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County; and

·
$266,200 to the Military Affairs Council of Western PA.

Findlay Township Municipal Authority

Governor Rendell presented the Findlay Township Municipal Authority with $6.9 million ($2 million grant and $4.9 million loan) in PennWorks funding for the expansion of the water and sewer system servicing more than 4,500 acres surrounding Pittsburgh International Airport. The development is expected to leverage $500 million in private investment and create more than 16,000 jobs between three area industrial parks that are being developed. 

The township has partnered with Imperial Land Corporation to reclaim and develop the former strip mine land surrounding the airport, which will allow for the development of three industrial sites: the Clinton Industrial Park, a 100-acre site, will primarily focus on distribution and logistics of markets; the Route 30 Industrial Park, situated on 120-acres, will target a variety of industrial/flex buildings; and the Imperial Land Industrial Park, a 1,260-acre site, will target industrial, warehousing, flex, technology and some commercial 

use. 

The Governor made today’s announcement at the Bald Knob Interchange of the Findlay Connector. This interchange is currently under construction by the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission and will provide easy access to each of the industrial sites.

The $200 million Water Supply and Wastewater Infrastructure Program, or 

PennWorks, was created by Governor Rendell in 2004 and provides single-year or multi-year grants and loans to municipalities and municipal authorities, industrial development corporations and investor-owned water or wastewater enterprises for projects that construct, expand or improve water and wastewater infrastructure related to economic development.

Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County

Governor Rendell also presented $5 million to the Redevelopment authority of Allegheny County for the Clinton Industrial Park through the Tax Increment Financing Guarantee Program, a key component of the Governor’s economic stimulus package. 

The expected assessed value of the site at the completion of development is projected to be more than $39 million, resulting in an estimated accumulated total tax increment value of over $13 million over the 20 year term of the TIF district.  Of that amount, approximately $9.9 million will be available to pay debt service on the TIF financing, and more than $3.3 million will be paid to Findlay Township, West Allegheny Schools and Allegheny County.

A TIF district can evolve when a municipality determines it wants to utilize a parcel of land for economic development.  The first steps include meetings between members of the community, the local redevelopment authority, and school district to discuss how to use the land.  A plan is then created, which projects how much tax revenue the site can be expected to generate.  This amount is used to calculate the amount of the bond the district can issue to begin the development process.

“We are using this innovative program to support smaller communities that are working to build their economies and attract private sector investment,” Governor Rendell said.

Through the TIF Guarantee Program, the Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) will guarantee part or all of a TIF district’s bond issue, making the initial financial steps easier to complete.  The guidelines will allow for a guarantee of up to $5 million, over a 20-year period, per project.  This will allow the districts to be more flexible with their creative vision. 

Military Affairs Council of Western PA

Governor Rendell also announced a $266,200 Base Retention and Conversion grant to the Military Affairs Council of Western PA to support the Pittsburgh BRAC Task Force. 

The task force will use $126,000 to create the Regional Joint Readiness Center. The primary purpose of the Center is to assist the state in responding quickly and effectively to a major terrorist incident in the eastern United States. 

There are four cross-functional components to the Joint Regional Center – military, homeland security, medical and a non-defense department. 

“Pennsylvania’s military bases play a significant role in defending our state and our country,” Governor Rendell said. “We were successful in proving why the 911th unit should stay in Pittsburgh and now we’re ready to make the Joint Readiness Center a reality – standing as the first line of defense for Pennsylvania.”

The balance of the grant will be used to cover $70,000 in incurred costs to test the surface condition of the runways, aprons, taxiways and parking sections, and the estimated cost of demolition of the buildings in the 911th's area.  These tests and studies were instrumental in supporting our arguments to the BRAC Commission that Pittsburgh International Airport was sufficiently capable and should continue to house and support the 911th and its C-130 planes. Another $25,000 will be used to support the retention of the Commissary and Post Exchange in the Pittsburgh area, preferably next to the current 

headquarters of the 99th Regional Readiness Command.  

Approximately 170,000 active, reserve, National Guard and retirees and their families visited the Kelly Support Barracks facility last year, which currently supports these essential services but is slated for closure. Without a replacement, the nearest facilities would either be in Dayton, Ohio, or the Carlisle barracks. The grant supports a continued commitment to preserving Pennsylvania's military jobs, protecting our way of life, and supporting our military families.

For information on PennWorks, the TIF Guarantee Program, and Base Retention and Conversion initiatives, visit www.NewPA.com or call 1-866-GONEWPA (1-866-466-3972).

###

The Rendell Administration is committed to creating a first-rate public 

education system, protecting our most vulnerable citizens and continuing economic investment to support our communities and businesses.  To find out more about Governor Rendell's initiatives and to sign up for his weekly newsletter, visit his Web site at: www.governor.state.pa.us.
